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HANDBOOK 

 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

 To institute and regulate the game of slo-pitch softball 
 

 To foster and improve the game of slo-pitch softball across the Province 
 

 To protect and promote the mutual interests of all Association Members 
 

 To develop and promote a minor slo-pitch program throughout the Province 

 
SLO-PITCH ONTARIO ASSOCIATION 

The Home of Slo-Pitch 
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SLO-PITCH ONTARIO ASSOCIATION 
7-8 Hiscott Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2R 1C6 
Phone: 905.646.7773   |   Fax: 905.646.8431 

General E-Mail: spoa@slopitch.org 
Website: www.slopitch.org 

___________________________________ 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

TOM BUCHAN 
Chief Executive Officer 

St. Catharines, ON 
905.646.7773 

tbuchan@slopitch.org 

RON HAWTHORNE 
President 

Kanata, ON 
613.831.8393 

rhawthorne@slopitch.org 

 

BOB WEEDON 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Chatham, ON 
519.354.3386 

bweedon@slopitch.org 

 

 
JOHN ARISS 

Director 
Burlington, ON 
905.333.1014 

jariss@slopitch.org 

DON BUCHANAN 
Director 

Barrie, ON 
705.734.9089 

dbuchanan@slopitch.org 

 

ROGER GILLESPIE 
Director 

Minesing, ON 
705.739.9047 

rgillespie@slopitch.org 

WAYNE GRIFFITHS 
Director 

Port Hope, ON 
905.885.9616 

wgriffiths@slopitch.org 
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INSURANCE PROGRAM 
FOR LEAGUES: 

• $5,000,000 General Liability Insurance Coverage for each player 

• Secondary Accident and Health Insurance Coverage for each player* 

• Liability Insurance for all League Executive Members 

• Sport Accident Insurance covering participants, managers, coaches, 

Executives and field officials for practices, games and team travel 

• Athletic Participant to Participant Liability Coverage 

• FREE Certificate of Insurance 

• Additional Insured(s) added at no cost 

• Liquor Liability Insurance for Events available at low Member rates 

• FREE League Banquet Insurance (a $150 savings!) 

• NO DEDUCTIBLE paid by our Members for accident OR liability claims 

• Coverage is for any slo-pitch activity, including practices 

FOR TEAMS: 

• $5,000,000 Liability Insurance Coverage for each player 

• Secondary Accident and Health Insurance Coverage for each player* 

• Free Travel Permits for continuation of coverage for out-of-Province 

tournaments 

• NO DEDUCTIBLE paid by any of our Members for accident OR liability 

claims 

• Coverage is for any slo-pitch activity, including practices 
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ATHLETIC ACCIDENT CLAIM PROCEDURES 
 
• It is the responsibility of the insured to notify the SPO Office to request an 

Athletic Accident Claim Form within thirty (30) days of the accident.  
 
• The insured player or parent/guardian must fully complete the Claim Form. 
 
• For reimbursement of dental or medical claims, the insured shall have the 

attending dentist or physician complete the applicable portion of the Form. 
 
• The insured shall submit the completed Claim Form to their League Executive or 

Team Manager for their signed certification. 
 
• The insured shall be responsible to forward the completed Form along with any 

receipts or estimates to the SPO Office for approval and processing to the 
insurance company.  

 
• The SPO Office will add the Group Policy Number to the Claim Form prior to 

forwarding it to the insurance company. 
 
• For Claims requiring a report from a doctor, chiropractor, osteopath, etc., the 

insurance company will forward any necessary forms to you upon receipt of the 
completed Athletic Accident Claim Form. 

 
• The SPO Office will forward all completed Claim Forms, together with any 

receipts/estimates to the insurance company.  
 
• The insurance company will be in direct contact with the insured if anything 

further is required once the Claim Form has been received. 
 

COMPLETED CLAIM FORMS WITH RECEIPT(S) MUST BE SENT TO: 

Slo-Pitch Ontario Association 
E-Mail: spoa@slopitch.org    |   Mail: 7-8 Hiscott Street, St. Catharines, ON  L2R 1C6 

 
 
*PLEASE NOTE: Some reimbursements have limits and/or caps. This is NOT a LOSS OF 
WAGE or INCOME POLICY. For more information or assistance, please contact the SPO 
Office by calling 905.646.7773, or e-mail spoa@slopitch.org. 
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SPORTSMANSHIP 
“For when the One Great Scorer comes to mark against your name,  

He writes - not that you won or lost - but how you played the Game.”   
(Grantland Rice, 1880-1954) 

It seems in sports today, the concept of good sportsmanship has been lost. While 
winning at all costs and poor sportsmanship may be condoned and even promoted in 
professional sports, this does not mean it is the proper way for athletes to behave.   The 
image you project as an athlete is a product of your character. Good sportsmanship is 
not just what you do on the field, it is hopefully the way you conduct yourself off the 
field as well.  Unsportsmanlike behaviour (acts that are unfair, dishonest, disrespectful 
or against the rules) are unsportsmanlike because they are unethical and if you are 
unethical in sports, can you be ethical in the other areas of your life - your business 
dealings, your treatment of others, your family? 

SPO expects all participants to follow the basics of sportsmanship. Some general rules to 
be a good sport are as follows: 

RULES OF GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP 
1. The “Golden Rule” - Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. Show 

respect for them if you expect it for yourself. 

2. Have an understanding and an appreciation of the rules. The spirit of good 
sportsmanship depends on conforming to the intent of the rule and not looking 
for a loop hole. (Example - all players present must bat so several weak hitters are 
asked to stay home for an important game.) 

3.   Enjoy yourself and encourage enjoyment for others. We play sports for recreation 
so let’s make it that. 

4.  Take responsibility for your actions. Don’t blame others for your mistakes or find 
excuses for poor behaviour. 

5.  Recognize and appreciate good performances, especially by the opponent. 
Applause for an opponent’s good play demonstrates generosity and courtesy. It 
shows a true awareness of the game and athletic ability. 

6.   Exhibit respect for the officials. Umpires are impartial arbitrators who perform to 
the best of their ability to make sure the game is played fair and within the rules. 
Mistakes made by all those involved are part of the game and must be accepted. 

7. Expect proper behaviour from your teammates.  If you allow a teammate to 
cheat, to play dangerously, to argue and scream at officials, you are condoning 
that behaviour.  
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UMPIRE PROGRAM PERSONNEL 
Softball Ontario Slo-Pitch Umpire Committee 

 
Provincial Umpire-in-Chief 

Scott Williston, Chatham 
(519) 350-9444  /  willistonscott102@gmail.com 

 

Deputy Provincial Umpires-in-Chief 

Lenny Galbraith 
(705) 516-0250  /  rookieump01@gmail.com 

David Jones, Grimsby 
(905) 870-5009  /  davidj55@sympatico.ca 

Robert (Bob) Smith, Ajax 
(647) 449-2583  /  rs17315@outlook.com 

 

Zone Umpires-in-Chief 

ZONE 1 
Counties: Essex, Kent, Lambton 

Jan Hakker, Chatham 
(519) 437-7563  /  jhakker@ymail.com 

ZONE 2 
Counties: Middlesex, Elgin, Huron, Oxford, Haldimand-Norfolk 

Jim Hasson, Aylmer 
(519) 765-1812  /  jimandkim@amtelecom.net 

ZONE 3 
Counties: Perth, Wellington, Waterloo, Brant, Grey, Bruce 

Jeff McKay, Brantford 
(519) 755-0133  /  jeff.mckay@granderie.ca 

ZONE 4 
Counties: Niagara, Hamilton-Wentworth, Halton 

Steve Helwig, Welland 
(289) 228-7774  /  steve.helwig213@gmail.com 
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SLO-PITCH ONTARIO ASSOCIATION 
TIE-BREAKING FORMULA 

 
 
TWO-WAY TIES 
 
1. Best won/loss record 
2.  Head to head (if applicable) 
3. Best plus/minus * 
4. Least runs against *  
5. Most runs for * 
6.  Coin toss 
 
THREE-WAY TIES 
 
1. Best won/loss record  
2. Head to head (if applicable) 
3. Best plus/minus * 
4. Least runs against *  
5. Most runs for * 
6. Coin toss 
 
Once the 3-way ties is broken, the entire Tie-Breaking Formula will again be used for the 
remaining teams.  
 
If head to head applies, it will be the determining factor.  
 
Maximum run differential will be +7 / -7 runs in each game.  
 
*NOTE:  All games will be used in tie-breakers 3, 4 and 5.  
 
A four-way tie will use the same format. 
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